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Neighborhood News
Our Volunteers are the BEST!
The Community Restorative Justice Center (CRJC) could not
carry out our work without our incredible volunteers. While it
may be challenging to measure their contributions in terms of
numbers, it is easy to name what they bring to our partnership:









A deep commitment to the principles of Restorative Justice,
Curiosity, open-mindedness, and equanimity,
Diverse experiences, interests, and skills,
Patience—knowing that trust does not come easily and a
willingness to work to build that trust,
Fearlessness—not being afraid to ask difficult questions or
face difficult answers,
A sense of humor, at the right place at the right time,
And Compassion—the ability to understand someone’s
past, see them as they are now, and walk with them to a
more hopeful future.
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the December edition, send to:
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Expressing Gratitude through Circles
The act of practicing Gratitude
can affect our attitude in many
ways. Taking time to physically
express gratitude can have a
powerful impact on our way of
seeing the world. When we
practice thankfulness for the
positive in our lives, that positive attitude can grow. One way
to practice is to create a gratitude circle. This is a wonderful
activity to do individually but
can also work for COSA circles,
Reparative Panels, school circles, and more. At left is one
example but there are no real
rules for how to construct your
own.
[credit for the circle at right:
thekidsyogaresource.com]

The Community Restorative Justice Center has much to be thankful for.
The following pages list the names of our many volunteers.
Our work is only possible with their dedication, commitment, courage and compassion.
The ripple effect of our volunteer’s work spreads out to many individuals, families, schools,
and communities.

We appreciate you! 
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Circles of Support and Accountability Volunteers
Harry Adamek

Lew Apgar

Jeannie Ayer

Al Borsodi

Cindy Boyd

Dixie Burns

Liz Colby

Dean Corcoran

Bill Cote

Sal DeMaio

Barbara Edelmen

Neil Favreau

Leslie Gensburg

Tari Gingue

Lisa Grader-Fox

Libby Hillhouse

Kerra Holden

Stephanie Jackson

Jeffrey Kay

Olivia King

Alice Kitchel

Lauren Lampman

Greg MacDonald

Kathy Manns

Lisa McCrae

Krystina McMorrow

Linda Metzke

Steve Pacholek

Kurumi Patton

Connie Perry

Jane Pompeo

Rhonda Rose

Darryll Rudy

Michelle Rutman

Wayne Schoech

Wendy Stein

Julie Thompson

Cara Thornley

Sharon Walker

Mike Welch

Madeleine Winfield

Joan Wollrath

Hats off to the following volunteers who have been with us for more than ten years:
Brant Schreiber, Andrew Miller-Brown, Greg MacDonald and Bob Wilcox

Restorative Justice Panel Volunteers
Jane Alper

Dakota Butterfield

Kate Campbell

Karen Cogliano

Bill Cote

Paige Crosby

Klari Emmons

Neil Favreau

Janet Givens

Susan Gresser

Margaret Healy

Janet Heartson

Terry Hoffer

Loraine Janowski

Anton Jareman

Dick Lawrence

John McClung

Sue Mescher

Linda Metzke

Andrew Miller-Brown

Steve Pacholek

Sophie Pateneaude

Connie Perry

Connie Pircher

Rhonda Rose

Judy Ross

Stephanie Rowe

Susan Russell

Brant Schreiber

Cara Thornley

Sharon Walker

Nancy Wallace

Madeleine Winfield

Otto Wurzburg
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Legal Clinic Attorney Volunteers
Jay Abramson

Bob Brazil

Jim Gallagher

Carolyn Greaves

Mary Ellen Griffin

Chad Hickey

Carolyn Jarrett

Kelli Kazmarski

Mary McLeod

Zarina Suarez O’Hagin

Stephanie Thomson

Laura Wilson

CRJC Board of Directors
Cindy Boyd, Chair

Linda Metzke, Vice Chair

Brandon Stroup, Secretary

Robert Hersey, Treasurer

Bob Wilkins

Gretchen Hammer

Janssen Willhoit

Jane Arthur

Sophie Patenaude

Lou Bushey

If you are interested in serving in any volunteer capacity for the
Community Restorative Justice Center, please call us at
802-748-2977 or stop in during open hours.
We can help you get started with the process by taking your
application, explaining the process to become an approved
volunteer and connecting you with Karen Holmes, the
Volunteer Coordinator for the Dept. of Corrections.
4

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner at the Burke
Mountain Hotel and Conference Center
Right: Susan Cherry, Executive Director, welcomes
volunteers and kicks off the evening.

Above: Cindy Boyd is elected as the new
Chair of the CRJC Board of Directors.
Diagonally, top left to bottom right:
Volunteers, board members, and staff
meet and mingle with the help of some
fun and interesting circle questions.
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Volunteer Appreciation Dinner

Volunteers had fun meeting new people,
enjoying a tasty meal, sharing stories and
laughter, and being lauded for their
compassionate work and dedication
to Restorative Justice.
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Reaching out to our homeless neighbors
Freezing temperatures are once again upon us. With that comes concern about how
our homeless or precariously housed neighbors will make it through the winter.
Here are two ways that you can help:
Spread the word about the Warming Shelter
The warming shelter opens Friday, November 15 at 5:30pm. Important things to
know:
 Entry will be first-come, first-served up to the first ten people.
 Shelter opens at 5:30pm, last entry time is 10pm. An evening meal will be
served.
 Guests must exit by 7:00am; can take the RCT shuttle to the warming center or
go to NVRH cafeteria for breakfast.
 Guests will not be allowed to store their belongings there.
 Only service animals allowed—no pets.
Volunteer at the Warming Center—held at the United Community Church, Main
Street, St. Johnsbury
The warming center will be open seven days a week from 7:30am to 12:30pm, beginning Friday, November 15. The United Community Church(UCC) will offer an atmosphere of radical hospitality by opening its doors to anyone (not just homeless
individuals) who needs a warm place to be during those hours. A light breakfast and
lunch will be available. Volunteers can help prepare a meal, offer an activity, or just
have a good conversation with whoever is there. The church may be looking for donations of lamps, chairs, books, games, puzzles and food items.
To donate items, contact Ted at the UCC—phone number 802-748-2603. Please do
not drop off items without first calling to see if they are needed. If you are interested in volunteering, call Ted at the UCC or Stephanie Hodgdon at NEKCA at 802-7486040 (phone hours: 8:30am—4:00pm, Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri and 10am to 4pm on
Wednesdays).

We make a living by what we get;
we make a life by what we give.
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Views from the Kingdom
Each month, we ask readers to send in photos of their special places in this region that we
call home. The following photos are from volunteer, Michelle Rutman.
These photos are from the Northeast
Kingdom Fall Festival in Groton. The
Chicken Pie Supper was started by the
Groton's men's club in 1954 as an all
male run dinner but the women of the
town joined in ever since 1955. It's
grown so much that they now have
seatings at 4:30, 5:30, 6:30 and 7:30.
The charge is $6 for children and $12
for adults. Money raised from the one
night event is used to fund swimming
programs at Boulder Beach, Groton
library programs and college scholarships. Guests partake of 832 pounds of
chicken, 300 pounds of potato, 400
pounds of a carefully guarded secret
squash recipe, and 52 gallons of gravy!
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The Community
Restorative Justice
Center Staff
Susan Cherry
Executive Director
Neil Favreau
Restorative Justice
Program Coordinator
Tune Faulkner
Reparative Panel
Coordinator
Sue Russell
Reentry Program &
Community
Development
Coordinator
Stephanie Rowe
Victim Outreach Liaison
Sharon Walker
Administrative Assistant

576 Railroad Street, Suite 2
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
Phone: 802-748-2977
Fax: 802-748-3146
Www.communityrjc.org
Like us on facebook

Our Mission
The Community Restorative Justice Center is
committed to providing a safe environment for
neighbors and parties to resolve conflict in our
communities, to restore relationships, and to
take responsibility to repair harms caused. We
promote the principles of victim-informed
restorative justice that transforms practices in
workplace, school,
institution, and living
spaces throughout Caledonia and southern Essex
Counties.
The CRJC is committed to providing a safe
environment for resolving conflicts and to
promoting restorative justice and victim sensitivity throughout the entire community, based on
the following principles:


Crimes and disputes are best resolved in the
local communities where they occur.



The victim has special needs and claims that
are at the center of the resolution process.



The offender has an opportunity to understand the impact of the crime, express remorse and repair the harm done to the victim
and to the wider community.



Community members have a right to feel safe,
respected and involved in the issues that
affect their quality of life and sense of personal well being.

