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Join the NEK

Collaborative and
others at the State
House for NEK Day
The Northeast Kingdom
(NEK) Collaborative will
host its second NEK Day at the State House on
January 28, 2020.
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This is an opportunity for NEK residents to talk
with legislators about what makes our corner of
Vermont unique. NEK residents will be meeting
with elected officials, testifying in committee
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an ice cream social.

Your voices are important. To find out more about
what is taking place, visit:
nekcollaborative.org/nekday
The Capital Shuttle is recommended when parking from distant parking lots. The
Capital Shuttle travels via State Street, Memorial Drive/Dept. of Labor and National Life Drive providing connections to and from the State House during the Legislative session. For a complete listing of service dates, please call (802) 223-7287.
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We value your input!


Communities thrive when they
come together as neighbors.



Volunteers are the heart of
what we do.

To have your information included in the next newsletter, please
send any information to us by no
later than January 31, 2020. Email
to:
russell@communityrjc.org

St. Johnsbury Community Center
A Space for Everyone
At the
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Are you up to the Challenge?

The Burlington-based newspaper Seven Days, along with its free monthly
parenting magazine Kids VT, created the Good Citizen challenge with support from the Vermont Community Foundation. The intent is to assist young
people to focus on and learn about shared American values and, in so doing,
hopefully bring people closer together.
Through activities and online quizzes, players learn about Government,
Advocacy, History and more while earning points and special badges. Activities vary and may include creating a drawing, writing a letter, or memorizing
part of an historical document. Quizzes also cover Government and History
categories but also cover topics such as News Literacy or Community
Engagement.
Team captains must be adults and can logon to register their teams. Each
team members receives an individual login and can begin participation.
There is also a newsletter available by email. Technical assistance is offered
by calling 802-864-5684 (M-F, 9am to 5pm).
Participants who finish by reaching the 251 points or more receive a Good
Citizen medal and other prizes and will be invited to meet with elected
officials who will recognize their achievements. Individuals may also participate singly and not as part of a team.
The challenge was designed with youth in mind, but our core members
here at the CRJC are taking the challenge as well. We are learning a lot and
having fun in the process.
The deadline to complete is March 6, 2020. Check it out and good luck!
Register online at: www.goodcitizenvt.com
“We must use time creatively, in the knowledge that the time is always ripe to do right.”
- Martin Luther King, Jr.

3

Positive Ticket Program in the works . . .
Seeking businesses to partner with program
Several months ago, we reported that the Community Restorative Justice Center was
collaborating with law enforcement and local businesses to initiate a Positive Ticket program
in Caledonia and Essex Counties. Development of the program is moving along in hopes that
it will be up and running by early Spring 2020. The purpose of the ticket program is to
“catch” young people doing positive things in their community or school. Officers will issue a
Positive Ticket to those young people in an effort to build better relationships between
youth and law enforcement. The ticket will entitle the young person to a small treat or prize
such as a slice of pizza or an ice cream cone.

sample

The CRJC has developed the ticket and has
several law enforcement agencies on board. We are
now in the process of looking for local business
sponsors who would be willing to partner up with
this effort by donating prizes that will go along with
the ticket. For example, we are looking for donations of individual slices of pizza, ice cream cones,
milkshakes, movie tickets, etc.
If you are interested in partnering your business with this effort, we will feature your logo on
the ticket and make sure you are mentioned in the
promotional materials. Please contact Sue Russell at
802-745-1363 or Sharon Walker at 802-748-2977 if
you wish to be a featured partner. Thank you for
your support!
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Event need some extra excitement?
NEK Prosper/NVRH has a smoothie bike that you can use for FREE to add a lot of fun to your
next event or activity. You will have to sign a waiver and agree to return the bike clean and in
working order. The bikes (adult and child size) provide hours of healthy activity and yield tasty
treats! All you need are some willing participants and healthy smoothie ingredients.
To register your event and reserve the bike, go to :
https://nekprosper.org/outcomes/physically-healthy/

Photo of the Month
The Physically Healthy Collaborative Action Network is looking for photos of people getting out and being
active. Each month a different photo is chosen to be featured in the Caledonian Record and will also be
shared via the NEK Prosper website. If you have a photo that you would like to share, send them to Laural
Ruggles at: l.ruggles@nvrh.org
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Views from the Kingdom: Photographs by Patricia Shine

At right: Sunday Morning in The Dells
Littleton, NH

Below: A nice winter crop
Concord, VT

At right: Waiting for butterflies to return
Concord, VT
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Views from the Kingdom: Photographs by Patricia Shine

At right: January Frost in Concord
Concord, VT

Pat Shine teaches at Northern Vermont
University-Lyndon and lives in Concord, VT.
A show of her photography will be on
display at the Quimby Gallery, NVU-Lyndon
from 3/31 – 4/21/20

At left: Supper for the Herd
Waterford, VT
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Our Mission
The Community Restorative Justice Center is
committed to providing a safe environment for
neighbors and parties to resolve conflict in our
communities, to restore relationships, and to take
responsibility to repair harms caused. We
promote the principles of victim-informed
restorative justice that transforms practices in
workplace, school, institution, and living spaces
throughout Caledonia and Essex Counties.
The CRJC is committed to providing a safe
environment for resolving conflicts and to
promoting restorative justice and victim
sensitivity throughout the entire community,
based on the following principles:


Crimes and disputes are best resolved in the
local communities where they occur.



The victim has special needs and claims that
are at the center of the resolution process.



The offender has an opportunity to understand
the impact of the crime, express remorse and
repair the harm done to the victim and to the
wider community.



Community members have a right to feel safe,
respected and involved in the issues that affect
their quality of life and sense of personal well
being.

