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     Who is more likely to commit an offense against someone– 

a person who is cared for and connected to others? Or a per-

son who is isolated, scorned, and shamed? To get at the heart 

of what it takes to reduce crime, we must look at what it 

takes to connect with a person who has committed a harmful act.  
 

     To hold someone accountable for their actions in a compassion-

ate way does not mean to forget what has happened or to overlook 

the harm that has been caused. Rather, it means to forge meaning-

ful relationships based on trust with the person who caused the 

harm, the people who were impacted by those actions, and the 

community who also is affected. It means to provide an atmosphere 

where a person can take responsibility for their actions, hear what 

victims have experienced, and think thoughtfully together about 

how to repair the harm that has been done.  
 

     Especially if we wish to decrease violent crimes, we must be pre-

pared to hear, think and talk about difficult and perhaps frightening 

things in order to get at the root of what caused the action. We 

must be willing to hear about trauma and respond in ways that do 

not cause further harm. We must make room for those responsible 

for harm to set aside their shame in order to access remorse and a 

desire to make things right. We must be willing to confront our own 

biases and fears in order to connect with someone’s humanity.  

Neighborhood News 

At right: Staff Member, Tune 

Faulkner shared this photo of 

frost on her window. 

Continued on page 2 



      As Danielle Sered shares so eloquently in her book—Until We Reckon: Violence, Mass Incar-

ceration, and a Road to Repair—“In telling the truth, responsible parties stand up to shame and 

fear in a place of their own power. (Some might call it love.) It is the first step toward embody-

ing the reality that they are more than the thing they have done. This becomes possible be-

cause acknowledgment of harm is also an acknowledgment of the of responsible person’s own 

agency. They are not passive, not invisible, not absent, not no one or nothing, not only some-

one to whom something was done. They are someone who did something. And people who did 

things are people who had—and have—power: the power to make choices and act on those 

choices. That power is a dimension of the responsible party’s humanity, and it is that very same 

power that they will draw on to make things as right as possible. Someone who did something 

wrong is also someone who stands to make something right—because those actions draw from 

the same source.” 
 

   Taking accountability is difficult and sometimes scary, but it is much more likely to happen in a 

setting where restorative practices are used. Community Justice Centers create space where 

accountability becomes more than just words; more than an apology. When a responsible party 

is able to face what they have done in a way that gives credence to a victim’s experience, the 

power of that acknowledgment can be transformative in its ability to heal.                  
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“Genuine love is rarely an emotional space where needs are instantly gratified. To know love 
we have to invest time and commitment  …'dreaming that love will save us, solve all our 

problems or provide a steady state of  bliss or security only keeps us stuck in wishful fantasy, 
undermining the real power of  the love -- which is to transform us.' Many people want love 

to function like a drug, giving them an immediate and sustained high. They want to do   
nothing, just passively receive the good feeling.” 

 
“For me, forgiveness and compassion are always linked: how do we hold people accountable 

for wrongdoing and yet at the same time remain in touch with their humanity enough to    
believe in their capacity to be transformed?”  

- bell hooks 
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CRJC welcomes new Board Chair, Cindy Boyd 

       I became involved with the CJRC as one of the first ever Circles of Support and Accountability (COSA) 

volunteers. I thought it would be  a great opportunity to be able to help others returning to the commu-

nity from incarceration. This program was not available when I was released from my own incarceration, 

and if it had been, I would have definitely asked to have my own COSA. I still remain part of COSA and 

was asked several years ago to be on the board of directors. Currently, I am serving as Board Chair.  

 

      I think that Restorative Justice is extremely important because it helps to repair the community as a 

whole. Many folks are simply just thrown in jail for their offenses, not knowing or realizing that often 

times, their offenses harm the whole community. I feel that everyone deserves a second chance. Being 

able to educate those that have committed offense, help them to change their behaviors , and make 

amends to those they harmed, can lead them to become  better citizens and community members and 

even leaders in their community.  Restorative Justice can help to change how the community views or 

has judgments around those individuals. I feel that  more people, schools,  cities, states and even 

our  entire country should all be practicing Restorative Justice.  

 

      I would like to see the ability for the CRJC to have more staff so that the CRJC would be able to serve 

more people and  be able to offer more circle trainings in schools. A big dream that I have is that more 

of the Circles  of Support and Accountability would have a recovery coach on the COSA Team. Most peo-

ple coming out of incarceration, committed offenses  often have a history of addiction or alcoholism. A 

recovery coach is a peer—a person in long term recovery—that helps a person find whatever path of 

recovery works for them, working with the individuals to identify, set and reach both short term and 

long term goals. Those individuals are the drivers of their recovery and the recovery coach is there to 

help guide them, be a recovery support, and help them over-

come barriers that have possibly stood in their way of finding or 

maintaining long term recovery.   

 

      It’s easy to penalize and lock up those that have wronged us, 

our loved ones or our community. The reality is, that the more 

we practice Restorative Justice, the easier it is to resolve prob-

lems with in our communities and our schools.  It helps commu-

nities heal, people grow and helps people see that we all have a 

voice that should be heard.  

 

Editor’s Note: Cindy is also the Executive Director of the King-

dom Recovery Center in St. Johnsbury. In her spare time, she en-

joys traveling, camping, and spending time with family and 

friends.  

Cindy is seen here enjoying the beautiful views at the Grand Canyon 
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Kindly RSVP 

 

 

 



Neighbors on the Plain 

 

CRJC offering COSA training in March 
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Neighbors on the Plain 
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NVRH offer Buried in Treasures training 
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Check out what’s happening at Catamount 



UCC Community 

Center 

 

The United Community 

Church continues to be 

open Sunday through 

Saturday from 7:30am 

through 12:00pm. 

 

They offer coffee and 

conversation to        

anyone who wishes to 

visit the space.  

 

Guests can enjoy fresh 

hot coffee, light break-

fast, companionship, 

and social interaction.  

 

For more information, 

call them at  

802-748-2603 

Free Community Meal Sites in St. Johnsbury 
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Monday 

Grace Methodist Church from 11am to 12:15pm 

36 Central Street           751-8581 

 

Tuesday 

Mustard Seed from 11am to 1pm 

166 Eastern Avenue     748-9870 

 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal from 5pm to 6pm 

( last Tuesday of month only) 

1265 Main Street         748-2121 

 

St. John’s from 5—6pm   (3rd Tuesday only) 

49 Winter Street           748-8120 

 

Wednesday 

United Community Church from 11am to 12:15pm 

1325 Main Street          748-2603 

 

Thursday 

Mustard Seed from 11am to 1pm 

166 Eastern Avenue      748-9870 

 

Friday 

So. Congregational Church from 11am to 12:30pm 

1052 Main Street             748-2603 

 

Saturday 

Universalist Unitarian Church from 11:30am to 

12:15pm 

47 Cherry Street               748-2442 

 

If you know of additional free meal sites not includ-

ed, please let us know.  
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Victim Support Services at the CRJC 

 

How can Victim Support  

Services help you? 

 

 We can listen to you. 

 

 We can provide support 

and information. 

 

 We can help you to talk 

with police, if you wish. 

 

 We want to help you feel 

safe. 

 

 We can provide  information 
about other programs we  
offer. 

 

 

 

Victim Support Services is a        
partnership between the Community 
Restorative Justice Center, Inc. and 

local law enforcement. 

 

If you are a victim of a crime  

or accident,  

we want to help you. 

 

We can still help you even if  

you did not report the  

incident to the police.  
 

Victims have rights. . . 
 

 to be treated with dignity,   

respect and sensitivity. 
 

 to feel safe. 

 

 to explain what happened to 

you and the impact this      

incident had on your life. 

 

 to have your needs           

addressed. 

For more information about our services and programs, please contact 

Stephanie Rowe, Victim Outreach Liaison 

(802)748-2977 

rowe@communityrjc.org 

 



Neighbors on the Plain 
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Views from the Kingdom 

At left: On a snowy walk, Tune captured 

these ice covered beech leaves. The light 

shining through the ice makes the leaves 

appear as a string of lights.  

Below: Tune caught the sun shining 

through the ice following a recent storm.   

Tune Faulkner is the Repara-

tive Panel Coordinator here at 

the CRJC. She enjoys spending 

time outside in every season. 



Neighbors on the Plain 
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Contest Results 

The results of our contest from December are in. Of all responses received, only 

two contestants correctly guessed the identify of all of our staff members and have 

each won a breakfast at Cherry House Bed and Breakfast and two movie tickets to 

the Star Theater—Greg MacDonald and Stephanie Jackson. 

Staff members are: 

Top row, left to right: Sharon Walker, Neil Favreau, Susan Cherry 

Bottom row, left to right: Tune Faulkner, Stephanie Rowe, Susan Russell 



The Community Restorative Justice Center is 
committed to providing a safe environment for 
neighbors and parties to resolve conflict in our 
communities, to restore relationships, and to take 
responsibility to repair harms caused. We        
promote the principles of victim-informed          
restorative justice that transforms practices in 
workplace, school, institution, and living spaces 
throughout Caledonia and Essex Counties. 

The CRJC is committed to providing a safe          
environment for resolving conflicts and to        
promoting restorative justice and victim            
sensitivity throughout the entire community, 
based on the following principles: 

 Crimes and disputes are best resolved in the 
local communities where they occur. 

 
 The victim has special needs and claims that 

are at the center of the resolution process. 
 
 The offender has an opportunity to understand 

the impact of the crime, express remorse and 
repair the harm done to the victim and to the 
wider community. 

 
 Community members have a right to feel safe, 

respected and involved in the issues that affect 
their quality of life and sense of personal well 
being. 

Our Mission 

When I fall from Grace, let me fall not so far  
as to fall beyond Love.    - Susan Russell 

The Community             
Restorative Justice      
Center Staff 

Susan Cherry 
        Executive Director 
Neil Favreau 
     Restorative Justice  
        Program Coordinator 
Tune Faulkner 
     Reparative Panel  
         Coordinator 
Susan Russell 
     Reentry Program &          
     Community Develop-                 
         ment 
         Coordinator 
Stephanie Rowe 
     Victim Outreach Liaison 
Sharon Walker 
     Administrative Assistant 

576 Railroad Street, Suite 2 

St. Johnsbury, VT  05819 

Phone:  802-748-2977 

Fax:  802-748-3146 

Www.communityrjc.org 

Like us on facebook 


