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Neighborhood News
Greening Up
This Saturday, May 1, is VT Green Up Day. There are
many ways to get involved, with suggestions and information listed on: https://greenupvermont.org. You can
find out what your specific town is doing, locate areas
that need cleaning up, and there is even an app that lets
you communicate where you are cleaning and where
town crews can pick up what you clean up. Green up has
also included a mentor program to help connect students to various town’s Volunteer Coordinators.
Towns have listed locations where residents can pick up
the trademark green trash bags. Detailed lists on the
website show where trash bags can be dropped off as
many places are no longer offering roadside pickup.

Inside this issue
Camp Agape ......................... ………………....2
Summer Institute/Landlord Grants………….3

People who are participating are cautioned to practice
the following safety measures:
 Wear gloves to protect hands from dirt and germs.
 Tie bags to prevent litter from falling out.
 Wear masks and socially distance if in a large group.
 Always face oncoming traffic and watch the road.
 Don’t touch a needle; tell an adult.
 Check for ticks, they are prolific this year.
 Collect data for Green Up VT—how many bags did
you fill; how many people went with you; did you
find tires; where did you clean?
The website offers information about how to recycle
items that don’t belong in the trash, how to compost,
and what to do if you find dangerous items.
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We value your input!
 Communities thrive when neighbors

get to know each other and work together.
 Volunteers are the heart of what we

do.
To submit articles or information for the
newsletter, send to:
russell@communityrjc.org

We salute everyone who takes the time to Green Up.
Your efforts help keep Vermont healthy, green and safe.

Summer Camp for Children of Incarcerated Parents

HOW MUCH DOES CAMP COST?
There is no cost to camper or family.

HOW DOES MY CHILD GET BACK
AND FORTH TO CAMP?

Sunday, August 8th, 2021 to
Friday, August 13th, 2021
A FREE!! and FUN!! week of OVERNIGHT CAMP
at beautiful Bethany Birches Camp in Plymouth,
Vermont
CAMP AGAPE welcomes any Vermont child
(ages 8-11) who has a parent in prison or under
the supervision of the Vermont Department of
Corrections

Camp Agape provides transportation both
ways from most locations around the state.
Arrangements are made directly with parents and caregivers.

WHERE WILL THE CAMPERS
EAT AND SLEEP?
Separate boys and girls cabins will provide a
safe and fun environment for the campers.
Each cabin will house up to seven children
and two adult staff. In good weather, meals
are provided by the camp kitchen and prepared by staff and campers at their
campsite. When it rains, meals are eaten in
the large Pavilion shelter.

WHAT DO WE DO AT CAMP?
Make new friends—go swimming (water
trampoline), fishing, boating— play games
(gaga pit, basketball) - make new friends—
do crafts, archery choose new books, stargazing, campfires—MAKE NEW
FRIENDS!!!

Photo Credit to Camp Agape

Questions? Call

802-793-4234 (Beth Ann Maier)
802-793-6529 (Nizzy Bascom)
802-522-7444 (Linda Prescott)
Or visit: www.campagapevermont.org
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WHAT IF MY CHILD HAS A HEALTH
PROBLEM?
There is a camp medical person on site at
all times who will administer prescribed
medications and respond to any health
emergencies.

Save the Date:
Summer Institute for Restorative Practice in Schools
To be held at Lake Morey Resort
Fairlee, Vermont on
August 2—5, 2021
More information to follow in the May edition
The Summer Institute is organized and led by Susan Cherry, Executive Director
of the Community Restorative Justice Center, Inc. located in St. Johnsbury, VT.
Susan has conducted trainings at the International Institute of Restorative
Practices in Bethlehem, PA, studied under Kay Pranis at Conrad Grebel
University, and regularly conducts professional development activities at
schools around New England.

“The way to right wrongs is to turn the light of truth upon them.”
- Ida B. Wells-Barnett
Notice: The Town of St. Johnsbury 2021
Rental Housing Improvement Grant Program (RHIGP)
The Town of St. Johnsbury is accepting applications for grant
funding for improvements to rental housing units in St.
Johnsbury. The purpose of the program is to encourage landlords to invest in Universal Design modifications to rental
housing property located in St. Johnsbury. The program will
result in a more livable, marketable environment for everyone. This is a competitive grant program administered by the
Town of St. Johnsbury. Grant applications are reviewed and
scored based on certain criteria outlined in the application. Grants up to
$3,000 are available and require a 1:1 cash match. The deadline for applications is April 30th, 2021. Projects must meet specific criteria.
For more information, or to download an application, visit www.stjvt.com
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VT ORGANIZATIONS PARTNER TO PRESENT
“THE PEOPLE’S LAW SCHOOL”
AG Donovan, Association of Africans Living in VT, VT Racial Justice Alliance, &
VT Institute for Community and International Involvement Announce Series of
Free, Virtual Presentations on Topics Impacting the Lives of Vermonters
BURLINGTON – Attorney General T.J. Donovan, the Association of Africans Living
in Vermont (AALV), Vermont Racial Justice Alliance, and the Vermont Institute for
Community and International Involvement (VICII) today announced The People’s
Law School—a series of free, virtual presentations on contemporary topics impacting
the lives of Vermonters. The series, which begins on April 7, 2021, will provide practical information about a range of topics including such topics as the Fourth Amendment, representing yourself in small claims court, tenant rights, understanding eligibility for benefits, and family law. The People’s Law School is also supported by ACLU
of Vermont and The Caroline Fund, which offers a fund for women and their families
in emergency situations and free legal advice to anyone seeking guidance.
“I’m excited to collaborate with these great community partners in our effort to bring
legal knowledge directly to people so that they can have greater access and insight into
Vermont’s legal system and available State services,” said Attorney General Donovan
regarding today’s announcement.
“This is a great opportunity for our served communities to learn about some basic rules
that can help them become productive citizens. We are thrilled to be part of this collaborative effort,” said Yacouba Jacob Bogre, Executive Director of AALV. “It is important that Black and Brown folks understand how to operate within these systems
that have historically rendered racially disparate outcomes, as we continue the work to
transform them. Unifying our community behind these efforts is an imperative,” said
Mark Hughes, Executive Director of the Vermont Racial Justice Alliance.

“This new partnership will help to provide ordinary people with the legal education
and access to the courts which alone maintains the constitutional guarantee that all
people have the right to the equal protection of the law. In addition, the partnership
will help strengthen the understanding that the rule of law in our state and nation keeps
alive the American heritage of security and freedom,” said Sandy Baird for the Vermont Institute of Community and International Involvement and The Caroline Fund.
(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)
The People’s Law School will be held on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.
All members of the public are welcome to participate in these free presentations. At this
time, all presentations will be held virtually, however, if COVID-19 restrictions change
in the coming months, presentations may be held in a hybrid format with some in-person
capacity. Links to each presentation will be made available on VICII’s website,
www.vicii.org/events. Presenters will include attorneys and other topical experts. The
schedule of topics is as follows:
May 2021
• May 5: Small Claims Court (Pro Se Litigation)
• May 12: Residential Rental Agreements
• May 19: Understanding Benefits & Eligibility—SNAP, Medicaid, General Assistance
June 2021
• June 2: Consumer Protection 101
• June 16: Understanding State Government
• June 30: Employment Law 101

• July 14: Family Law 101
• July 21: Understanding Your First Amendment Rights
If you would like to learn more about The People’s Law School, visit
www.vicii.org/events or contact Sandy Baird at 802-355-4968 or sandrabaird114@gmail.com.
Additional resources, including sample letters, legal forms, and guides
to help Vermonters prepare for court appearances, can be found on the
Vermont legal help website at VTLawHelp.org. The website is coproduced by Legal Services Vermont and Vermont Legal Aid.

VT Racial Justice Alliance
https://www.vtracialjusticealliance.org/
Email: info@vtracialjusticealliance.org
Association of Africans Living in Vermont
https://www.aalv-vt.org/
Phone: 802-985-3106
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Contact info and income limits on next page
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Contact Information and income limits for USDA loan program. If you live in one of the other
counties in Vermont, please call the number below to find out your income limits.

“The magic thing about home is that it feels good to leave, and it feels even better to come back.”
- Wendy Wunder

What is VERAP? The VT Emergency Rental Assistance Program
You may be eligible for help to pay rental arrears or future rent if you meet the following:
 Must be obligated to pay rent on a residential dwelling in Vermont.
 One or more individuals within the household has qualified for unemployment benefits or experienced a reduction in household income, incurred significant costs, or experienced other financial hardship due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
 You’re able to demonstrate risk of experiencing homelessness or
housing instability.
 The household has an income at or below 80% of area median income (AMI) Vermont Income Limits (chart on website).
To find out if you qualify, go to: https://erap.vsha.org
If you do not have computer access, or a way to apply online, call us at the Community Restorative
Justice Center, 802-748-2977, and we may be able to help you or direct you to someone who can.
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Reentry Program &
Community Development
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The Community Restorative Justice Center is committed to providing a safe environment for neighbors
and parties to resolve conflict in our communities, to
restore relationships, and to take responsibility to repair harms caused. We promote the principles of victim-informed restorative justice that transforms practices in workplace, school, institution, and living spaces throughout Caledonia and southern Essex Counties.
The CRJC is committed to providing a safe environment for resolving conflicts and to promoting restorative justice and victim sensitivity throughout the
entire community, based on the following principles:








576 Railroad Street, Suite 2
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
Phone: 802-748-2977
Fax: 802-748-3146
Www.communityrjc.org
Like us on facebook

Crimes and disputes are best resolved in the local
communities where they occur.
The victim has special needs and claims that are at
the center of the resolution process.
The offender has an opportunity to understand the
impact of the crime, express remorse and repair
the harm done to the victim and to the wider community.
Community members have a right to feel safe, respected and involved in the issues that affect their
quality of life and sense of personal well being.

