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Unboxing: A message from our
Executive Director
When I was finishing up my Master’s in Music Education at
Westminster Choir College, my small seminar class was
invited to meet a famous British composer who was coming
into town. I had just visited the amazing sculpture garden in
northern New Jersey, and thought that this fellow from the
UK might be interested in hearing about some local attractions. I had read much about English gardens, and assumed
he would be interested. He was not. His topic of conversation was about composing, and dismissed my offer of
expanding the horizons of getting to know this man. I
learned something from that. He was caught in a box of
understanding. Boxes of understanding are created to
figure things out. We all do it. It helps us simplify the way
we look at things. I have always rejected being put into a
box. I grew up as a twin, and many people had ideas about
what being a twin should be, and I was obstinate enough to
reject being stereotyped.

Bumblebee hard at work
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Sometimes, I think, we agree to the boxes that are created
for us. This composer felt comfortable in his box. He talked
about only one thing. When we think about our community,
putting people in boxes helps us categorize and understand
who lives among us. There are those who are decision
makers, benefactors, “town fathers”, and those who need
the above list to take care of them. At least, that is the perception. If you are on the receiving end of charitable acts,
your decision-making options are limited. “We will give you
what we think you need,” is a prevalent position.
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We value your input!
To submit articles or information for
the July edition, send to:
russell@communityrjc.org

Unboxing (continued)

What would happen if we allowed our neighbors to be more complex or interesting? I was a music
teacher, church organist and choir director – but was never satisfied with being one thing. When my
children were growing up, I became a scout leader and eventually helped to train other leaders. I had
been abroad as an exchange student – so I got involved with connecting exchange students with host
families and training that as well.
I love the Town of St. Johnsbury. I wanted to give back, and got involved with planning. Bernier Mayo
invited me to work on the Town Plan, and I loved the work. I enjoyed seeing people come together to
make decisions as a town. Eventually, I became chair of the planning commission.
Getting involved is a way to make a difference. I have always thought that when we get involved, we
become part of solutions. I think that is the character that the Community Restorative Justice Center
Board of Directors saw in me when they offered me the job of Executive Director.
The Community Restorative Justice Center is a place where the concept of engaging in stories can be
life changing. When there is harm, let’s hear all the stories and decide together how to repair the
harm. We invite conversation that restores people to their communities and our volunteers encourage
people to find their path back to being a better citizen. This is where victims of harm have a voice.
“What do you need?” Is the question we ask. Repairing harm is guided by this question. The way forward for someone repairing harm or making amends to the community is informed by what the victim
needs and wants; what the community needs and wants. When amends are made, the community is
safer.
Considering that we human beings are more complex than the boxes that are created for us by others
is perplexing. Neighbors think they know someone because they know one thing. They fit into the
“one thing box.” If the one thing that creates a person’s box is the one biggest regret that they have in
their life, how does that person move forward? Our community is made up of so many complex people. There are people who generally do good and there are people who are quiet and hide, there are
also people who have many regrets and need help making amends and finding their way back to doing
good.
The Community Restorative Justice Center holds circles where people can talk about what needs to
happen to made amends, do better, and become positive contributing members of the community. Is
the community ready to be part of this conversation? If we, as a community, decide that we won’t
hear all the stories, we are not looking at the complexity of human nature. Can we break free of the
“one thing box” and invite the rest of the story? Sometimes that story is yet to be written. I would
hope that our community could be there to listen and guide, not confine and condemn.

Susan Cherry is the Executive Director of the Community Restorative Justice Center.
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Free Virtual Legal Advice Clinic! for VT Seniors-60+
When: Jun 24, 2021, 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM
Vermont Legal Aid is hosting a virtual legal advice clinic by phone for free civil legal assistance
to Vermont seniors, aged 60 and up, to answer legal questions about COVID-19 related assistance, federal and state benefits, housing, unemployment, or other civil legal issues. Call and
book your free 20-minute appointment!
To schedule an appointment, CALL: 1-802-318-4169
Leave a message with your name and number, and the best time to return your call. You can
also book an appointment online at https://link.zixcentral.com/u/9887d7ba/nLLD1XI6xGonqYFh3soMg?u=https%3A%2F%2Fvtlawhelp.org%2Fseniors
The phone number above is just for the legal advice clinic. If you have an immediate legal
problem, call our general phone number and leave a message: 1-800-889-2047
PLEASE NOTE: VT Legal Aid attorneys cannot help you with criminal issues. Your appointment
must involve your own problem, and not a question about a family member or friend's problem.
All consultations are confidential. This clinic is by appointment only. The number of available
appointments may be limited.

"It is only on the condition of humility and reverence before the world that our species will be
able to remain in it." ― Wendell Berry

Rabies Hotline
Rabies is a deadly viral disease of the brain that infects mammals. Rabies is
most often seen among wild animals such as raccoons, skunks, foxes and bats.
Cats, dogs and livestock can also get rabies if they have not been vaccinated for
rabies. During the warmer months, humans spend more time in the outdoors
where they might encounter an animal with rabies. It is critical to remember these safety tips:
Don’t feed or touch wild animals, or animals you don’t know—even baby animals.
 Get rabies shots for all your pets.
 Call your doctor right away if you are bitten, or get animal saliva in a cut, eyes, nose or mouth.


You can also get information by calling the VT Rabies Hotline at 1-800-4-RABIES (1-800-472-2437).
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Are you behind in rent?
Have you received an eviction notice?
Has your income decreased due to COVID?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, please read this flyer.
Although tenants cannot be evicted right now, the eviction moratorium ended as of
June 15, 2021. You may qualify for financial assistance that could help you catch up
on rent; possibly avoid an eviction; and help you get ahead so that you will be on solid
ground with your landlord when the moratorium ends.
There are some things you can do now:
If

you have the ability to pay your rent, pay what you can.
Talk with your landlord to see if payment arrangements are an option.
See the back of this flyer to determine if you are eligible for any of the available types
of assistance and apply as soon as you can. Eligibility takes time to process.
In addition to what is listed on the following page, there may be financial or other
types of assistance that could be helpful. You can reach out to the following agencies
to see what else may be available to you:

Northeast Kingdom Community Action
Parent Child Center
VT Legal Aid
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802-748-6040
1-800-889-2047

Northeast Kingdom Youth Services,
for youth ages 16-24 only

802-748-8732

Community Restorative Justice Center,
if you are supervised by the Dept. of Corrections

802-748-2977

VT State Housing Authority

802-828-3295

Community Connections

802-748-7526

Council on Aging,
If over age 60 or disabled

1-800-642-5119
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The Fair is Back!

County Fairs have been a way of life in VT for decades. The Caledonia County Fair is no exception and its return
has been eagerly anticipated by so many in our area. This year’s schedule will include many favorites—horse
and tractor pulls, livestock judging, midway rides and games, entertainment, live music and the ever popular
demolition derby. For schedule, prices and/or to buy tickets online go to: caledoniacountyfair.com

There’s something for
everyone!
"It is only on the condition of humility and reverence before the world that our species will be
able to remain in it." ― Wendell Berry
Did you know that Powers Park in Lyndonville now has three new Pickle Ball courts? Pickleball is a paddleball
sport that combines elements of badminton, table tennis, and tennis. Two or four players use solid paddles
made of wood or composite materials to hit a perforated polymer ball, much like a wiffle ball, with 26-40
round holes, over a net. The game has grown in popularity and is now available for beginners to advanced
players.
Pickle Ball at Powers Park is as follows:
Adults (age 16 and up) meet weekly every Monday from 4-7pm and Saturday from 8—11am for round robin play on three reserved courts.
Beginner clinic will be held Saturday, June 19 from 9—10am (rain date
on Sunday, June 20 from 9—10am). More clinics may be held throughout
the summer. Find out more on the Powers Park website or facebook
page.
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Views from the Kingdom
A Summer Treat!

This month’s Views from the Kingdom features
the photography of David Tucker. David recently retired from 40+ years working in Human
Services in Vermont and Nationwide. David lives
in Sutton with
his wife Joan,
dog Grizzly, 5
grass-fed beef
cows, and
surrounded by
vegetable, fruit,
and berry
gardens.

I can’t talk with my mouth full!

Sunrise over Burke Mountain
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The Community Restorative Justice Center is
committed to providing a safe environment for
neighbors and parties to resolve conflict in our
communities, to restore relationships, and to take
responsibility to repair harms caused. We promote the principles of victim-informed restorative
justice that transforms practices in workplace,
school, institution, and living spaces throughout
Caledonia and southern Essex Counties.
The CRJC is committed to providing a safe
environment for resolving conflicts and to
promoting restorative justice and victim
sensitivity throughout the entire community,
based on the following principles:








576 Railroad Street, Suite 2
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
Phone: 802-748-2977
Fax: 802-748-3146
Www.communityrjc.org
Like us on facebook

Crimes and disputes are best resolved in the
local communities where they occur.
The victim has special needs and claims that
are at the center of the resolution process.
The responsible party has an opportunity to
understand the impact of the crime, express
remorse and repair the harm done to the victim and to the wider community.
Community members have a right to feel safe,
respected and involved in the issues that affect
their quality of life and sense of personal wellbeing.

